
       ASSIMILATION AND DISCIPLESHIP REPORT 
        Pastor Dylan O’Shell | Associate Pastor 

 

 

Dear Board and Members of Lowell Assembly,  

It has been over two years since I came to Lowell Assembly. It’s 

truly been an honor and privilege. I have learned, loved, and 

received so much more than I’ve given. Though I’ve had success 

in these couple of years, I can hardly take credit for it. 

Staff have come and gone, but I’m proud to say that the Pastoral 

and Administrative Staff are stronger than ever. I’m convinced we have the right people in 

place to make the coming year all that we dream. In the last few months, Stephen Munley 

has joined our staff and has been invaluable. He is by far the best Administrative Assistant 

I’ve ever worked with, and we both have worked tirelessly. 

Attendance and Visitors: Moving people from street to seat is 

the lion’s share of what I do. I’m deeply grateful to Shannon 

Cebellos and Linda Arcand for their sacrificial service in making 

calls to reach out to people 

in need. In the last year, we 

had nearly 300 visitors, up over 65% from 2016. All of 

them received such love and care from Linda, 

Shannon, and others. We have sought to plug these 

people into Service and Baptism, and have encouraged 

them to deepen their understanding of the Word 

through classes. Not only that, but the amount of 

people calling Lowell Assembly their home has grown tremendously. Our average 

attendance went from 285 in 2016, to 326 in 2017, about a 14% increase. 

Classes: We have been able to expand classes in so many 

ways. From GriefShare, Surviving the Holidays, Moneylife, 

and more, people are having their real needs met. These 

classes, along with our normal regiment of Starting Point 

and beyond, have helped people develop a holistic 

spirituality that goes beyond Sundays. Marcel Rosenberg, 

Damian and Colleen Smith, Jamie MacNeil, and many 

others have been great co-laborers in this.



 
 

Altar and Welcome Ministry: I’m pleased that both of these ministries, which were 

completely run by me at the beginning of the year, are now healthy and independent.  

Linda Arcand, Yesenia Berrios, and Enzo Racca have done a great job in making sure 

these two bookends to our church services are kind, welcoming, and impactful. From the 

time a person walks into the door until they come to the Altar to pray, I receive regular 

praise from Visitors: “This is the most welcoming church I’ve ever been to.”  I would 

challenge you to serve on either or both of these teams.

Celebrate Recovery: Over a year ago, Pastor Paul and I met 

with the Town-Manager of Tewksbury. In that meeting, he 

expressed the town’s desperation for a solution to the opioid 

crisis. Pastor Paul and I, along with key leaders like Rick 

Warren, Lisa Warren, Jim Jensen, Jane Jensen, and Junior 

Rosario, have worked to make this a place where people of 

all walks can find recovery and healing. Celebrate Recovery 

exists not just for those struggling with Habits, but those with 

Hurts and Hang-ups as well. I spent every Tuesday for 6 

months with these leaders, and I’m glad to say it has launched!  

I’m excited for the future God has for each of you. This church is only as good, effective, 

and most of all, as loving as its people. Looking behind me, I see the faithfulness and love 

each of you has for the Lord. Increase in that love, and don’t let anyone take your crown. I 

know that as we work together in the coming year, our growth, kindness, and love will 

multiply. May each of you be blessed, as you labor with love. Grace to you.  

Your Pastor of Assimilation and Discipleship, 

 

 

Dylan O’Shell

 


